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On arriving at the close of another 
year, it is well to take a retrospect of 
the past,—to discever what good may 
have been effected, and what cause we 
way have for satisfaction or regret, as 
we are pursuing the journey of life. 


In recapitulating the principal events 


a 


dred and thirty-eight thousand Sunday 
Scholars ! 

But to come nearer home.— The 
Oneida Sunday School Union has also 
held its first anniversary, amd merged 
itself into the Western Union. The 
report presented on this occasion is re- 


of the past year in the department of || plete with interesting intelligence in fa- 


Sunday Schools, we shall, no doubt, 
find occasion for gratitude to the Father 
of mercies, for the unprecedented pros- 
perity which he has given to the cause. 


The first anniversary of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, an institu- 
tion, which, although now but in its in- 
fancy, bids fair, at no distant period, to 
become the beauty of our American 
Zion,—will distinguish the past year 
in the annals of our Sunday School 
history Who but must involuntarily 
bless the founder of Sunday Schools, 
as well as the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift, when in the report which 
was presented on that occasion, he finds 
stated the astonishing fact, that nearly 
ONE THOUSAND children and youth be 
longing to the institution, had been- 
made hopeful subjects of divine grace 
during the year—and that, on a moder- 
ate estimate, there are, in the United 
States, no less than one hundred and 
iwenty-seven thousand children and 
youth, enjoying the benefits of this in- 
stitution ! 

The “Land of Sunday Schools,”’ re- 
ports an increase of numbers, during 
the past year, of nearly twenty-six 
thousand, making in Great Britain and 
ireland alone, no less than cight hun- 








vor of the cause Having recently 
published it entire, we shall forbear re- 
marking particularly upon its contents, 
The organization of the Western Sun- 
day School Union, is hailed by the 
friends of the cause as an event highly 
auspicious to the general interests of the 
institution in this section of our country. 

But the subject on which we bave 
more special occasion for gratitude, 
is the apparent and great increase of 
interest and seal, which has distin- 
guished the friends of Sunday Schools 
throughout the Western part of the 
State. We are inclined to call it, a 
General Revival of Sunday Schools 
The institution is becoming popular; its 
friends numerous and active; clergy- 
men are giving it their decided support; 
and we trust that good has been effect- 
ed, during the year, for which future 
generations will have reason to bless 
the memory of the present. 

We might here cite masy instances 
of Revivals in Sabbath Schools; but 
as our information is not sufficiently ac- 
curate, we shall reserve this subject 
for a future number. Suffice it to 
say, for the present, that divine refresh- 
ings are, at this moment, experienc- 
ed by several schools in our imme- 
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diate vicinity. In the school at West- 
ern, which was established, principally 
by the efforts of an individual, last sum- 
mer, and in which, as was stated in the 
last report ef the Oneida Union, out of 
ten teachers, only one was # professor 
of religion, a revival of no ordinary 
character, has recently commenced, 
and is now in existence. All the teach- 
ers and many of the scholars, have be- 
come apparent subjects of divine 
grace. Several interesting particulars 
have been communicated to as of this 
revival, which we deem inexpedient at 
present to publish. 

At Vernon Centre, a revival has ex- 
isted for some months. Three months 
ago, out of eighteen teachers (the 
whole number) in their Sabbath Sehool, 
only two were professors of religion ; 
now, out of iwenty-siz, but two remain 
without hope. Conversions among 
the children are also numerous. 

Hampton, continues to enjoy the Di- 
vine blessing. A revival has recently 
commenced in their Suuday School, and 
about fifteen of the children are already 
its hopeful subjects. It is now spread- 
ing through the society. This revival 
is said to have been begun, so far as 
means were concerned, by the Super- 
intendent’s enforcing upon the teachers 
the truth, that it was even possible for 
children to become Christians. 

On the whole, it appears that we 
have abundant cause for gratitude to 
God, for the success and the blessings 
which have attended us: No cause, 
however, for satisfaction with ourselves. 
Humility still becomes us; and only in 
the exercise of this Christian virtue, 
may we hope for a continuance of the 
Divine favor. 


We have received an interesting re- 
port from the Sunday School in Adams, 
Jefferson county, from which we make 
the following extracts:—“‘The plan 
which we have pursued daring the past 
season, namely, the establishing of a 


library for the benefit of the school,— 
the keeping of class papers, something 
upon the Lancasterian plan, so that the 
pupils are rewarded according to merit, 
as it respects attendance, conduct, and 
manner of reciting, rather than accord- 
ing to the length of their lessons, has 
answered our highest expectations. 
Number of scholars, 75,—verses reci- 
ted, 5,732. It has been the object of 
the teachers, instead of obtaining from 
their pupils long recitations, to give 

















them an UNDERSTANDING of what they 
have committed. The greater part of 
their lessons have, imconsequence, been 
recited more than once during the quar- 
ter.” 


The report concludes with some ex- 
cellent remarks, from which we select 
the following : 

“It is true, that the first school of . 
children, is the lap of their mothers: 
there they acquire their earliest im- 
pressions which give a tene to their 
subsequent life; and the fear of God, 
and the love of Clirist should be instill- 
ed. How desirable, then, that mothers 
should be pious ; and yet young females 
are too often educated with a view to 
almost any thing else, but that which 
principally qualifies them for useful- 
ness as mothers, and patterns of piety.” 

“Children are studiously trained up 
for particular stations in life, and why 
should they not be studiously trained 
up for God?” 

“The Bible should be put into the 
hands of children at an early age, 
and into schools; and schools for the 
express purpose of diffusing instruction 
by means of this revelation, should, and 
will be patronized by all wholesome 
citizens, as well as by Christians.” 

“‘ Let Sabbath schools flourish, there- 
fore, and prove to the world, as is in a 
measure alreadv done, that of all stud- 
ies, that of the Bible is the most impor- 
tant—followed by the greatest amount 
of happiness in this life—and the best 
preparation for the life to come. Let 
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them flourish, and we may hope tosee || he received at Pilet’s tribunal, of the 
the church of Christ, and the world, as- || crown of thorns that perforated his ho- 
suming something of that glory and pu-||ly head, of his journey up the bill of 
rity, which have departed since the || Catvary, of the nails which pierced his 
memorable days of our fathers.” hands and feet, and of his expiring on 
the crossunder the weight of bis Father's 


t | : 

wrath, it does not move them. 
COLLOQUY. J. Thivis truly a melancholy state 
Sis esis Geaneiiens of things. There must be a fault some- 
where, because, God being judge, re- 
J. Goon morning, C ** **: where} ligious instruction, properly communi- 
tre you going this morning ? cated, must improve the recipient, un- 
C. To the Sabbach School. less he be given over to hardness ef 

J, Iwill accompany you. heart and blindness of mind. 


C. I shall be happy, Brother, of|| C. You-do not suppose any of our 
your company. A good Providence || scholars are given ever to hardness of 
has thrown us together this morning ; || heart and blindness of mind, do you? 

I was this moment desiring to see you. J. No; for their characters have not 
I have something to say to you on aj/as yet been sullied with crime: the 
subject ‘which has for a long time occu- || seeds of sin are only beginning to ger- 
pied my attention. You and I have || minate. 

been employetl as Teachers in a Sab- C. Well, then, brother, where is the 


bath School for several years— fault? It cannot be on the part of God, 
J. And a good employment it is || and you have admitted that it is not im 
too. the scholar. 


C. True, the employment is good,|| J. It must consequently be in us. 
nor ean 1 conceive of a better: but|} <€. Does it not then, stand usin hand 
where is the fruit of our labor, during || to‘look about, and see in what we have 
the whole time we have been instruct-|| erred, and to rectify the error without 
“ing children in divine truth? Has one || delay; because an error in this great 
4nstance-of conversion, or even serious- || work in which we are engaged, is fatal: 
aess, occurred in either of our classes? || the consequences incident to it are in- 
J. Ido sot recollect of one. catculable, unless the toss of an #mmor- 
C. Nor do 1: and this is the sub-/| talsoul can be calculated. 
ject which, as I have already observed, J. What a tremendous thought, that 
has for a tong time occupied my mind.|/the souls of our scholars may pos- 
Why do we not see some beneficia! ef- || sibly go down to everlasting perdition, 
fects of our labors ? Our scholars remain || in consequence of our not discharging 
as ‘insensible to the divine and heaven-|| our duty towards them. { tremble lest 
dy traths which we have been teaching ||this may be the case. O how fondly 
them, as the seats upon which they sit,|| would I prevent it, did 1 know what 
or the walls which encircle them. It|/ more to do than I have already done. 
seems that the hearts of my scholars||{ have not failed to exhort my class, 
are growing harder. When firstcom-|| Sabbath after Sabbath, to lay the 
menced teaching them, I could easily || traths to heart which they were com 
affect them to tears. Now, when I || mitting; and could the walls of my 
‘talk to them in the most affecting man- |} closet speak, they would testify to the 
ner, and tell them of the passion of our || tears which have bedewed my cheek, 
Savior, of his birth im the manger, of || when I have been pouring out my soul 
the agony of his soul im the garden of||toGod in fervent prayer for the con- 
Gethsemane, of the inhuman treatment " version of their souls. 
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C. Ithink I can suggest one thing 
we may de in addition to what we have |}; 
already done; and should we do it 
faithfully, Ido confidently believe we 
sheuld soon hear some if not all of our 
little ones, singing the song of redeem- 


ing love. 
J. Lentreat you to tell me imme- 
diately, that 1 may hasten to my class, 
and make an additional effort to do 
them good. 
C. it is Discipline. We have not 
heretofore disciplined our classes pro- 
perly. They not unfrequently come in- 
to the school playing, and continuing 
to play while there, and go away play- 
ing, and play all the way home: now, 
so long as this state of things remains, 
we may exhort them, and pray for 
them, till we grow grey in the service, 
and it will be fruitless; we may as soon 
expect to keep their bodies warm in 
winter without fire or clothes, as to im- 
press them with the truths they are 
learning, while we neglect to preserve 
good order. With what success, think 
you, would a minister preach to a con- 
gregation, full of disorder in the sanc- 
tuary ?—or a parert exhort his child to 
love and obedience, while he neglect- 
ed to govern him? 

J. With as much success as you 
and I have. hitherto taught our classes. 
I feel reproved by your remarks, and I 
am resolved hereafter to prevent all 
levity in my elass, so that J may pre- 
serve that solemnity in it which the oc- 
casion and the sacredness of the day 
so imperiously demand. 


COMPLETION OF THE CANAL. 


Ir gives us much pleasure to observe, 
that this memorable event was celebra- 
ted in the city of New-York, by Sunpay 
Scuoot No. 23, ina manner subservi- 
ent to the cause of juvemle improve- 
ment. 

The following is copied from one side 
of a neat little card, presented to the 


** HE HATH NOT SO. DEALT WITH 
ANY NATION.” 

«He maketh peace in thy bor- 
ders, and filleth thee with the fi- 
nest of the wheat. 

“Believe in the Lord your 
God, so shall ye be established ; 
believe in his prophets, so shall 
ye prosper.” 


E’er may our ships, with prosperous 
gale, 

Led by the light of Bethlehem’s star, 

Still bear “ glad tidings” as-they sail, 

Aad spread the Gospel wide and far. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Extract of a letter from a Sunday 

School Teacher, to the Editor, om 

receiving intelligence of the blessings 

which have recently attended the 

cause ofSabbath Schools in this vicia- 

ity: 
“MY GOOD FRIEND: 

“In the package —— brought me 
I found one from which really 
did my soul good. How is it my friend, 
doe» it not lift you up almost into the 
third heavens, to hear such glad tidings 
of Sabbath Schools !—-Spread it then— 
let the news. circulate through all the 
churches. Let it never more be lisped 
—let no one dare think, that the Sab- 
bath School Institution is not one which 
God has formed and which he will own 
and bless. And let no teacher ever be 
again discouraged. What, though his 
dear pupils heed not his instructions ? 
wiat, though his soul is vexed Sabbath 
after Sabbath, and indeed, year after 
year, with their inattention and indiffer- 
ence to the great truths of religion? 
One such instance as this, will more 
than make him returns for all his Jabors 
and trials. O, yes—one such instance 





as this is tenfold compensation for all 
the congregated toils and perplexities 
ofall the Sabbath School Teachers who 
have lived since the days of Robert 








scholars: 





Raikes, 


I am not talking in byperbo- 


SABBATH SCHOOL VISITANT. 


89 





les—I speak the language of sober 
truth, whether we regard the effect which 
these revivals ig Sabbath Schools, may 
have upon the future ages. of the church, 
by training up ‘those who shall become 
faithful ministers of the gospel; or fol- 
fow in our fancy these young immortals, 
though ages after ages in eternity, & see 
them casting their crowns at the feet of 
Him, who, while they were Sabbath 
School Scholars, redeemed them from 
sin and washed them in his own blood, 
and who hath made them kings and 
priests untoGod_ [ have thought much 
on Sabbath Schools since | have been 
here, altheugh | have not yet learned 
any thing of peeuliar interest in this re 

gion respecting them. My thoughts 


have been particularly turned to the 
obligations of ministers of the Gospel, 
to take a more lively interest in these 
most promising means to the church. 
I was mach struck with reading lately 
of a single man, a Baptist missionary 


in the States of Missouri and Illinois, 
who, in less than two years was the in- 
strument of forming more than 120 
Schools, in which were more than 300 
Teachers and more than 3000 Scholars! 
But what are a majority of the clergy- 
men in the State of New-York doing 
for Sabbath Schools? They no doubt 
believe in the efficacy of these institu- 
tions,when accompanied with the Divine 
blessing But may it not be said with 
truth of too many of them that they bare- 
ly approve of Sunday Schools—an ap- 
probation which amounts to but little 
more than an ubsence of positive dis- 
like to them? And is not this negative 
State of fee'ing proved to exist, by the 
habitua: neglect of many ministers, to 
introduce this interesting subject on 
any occasion except when particular 
circumstances compel them to do so, 
and especially by their neglect to ad- 
dress, in their public prayers on the 
Sabbath, and, almost of course, in their 
more private devotions, one petition to 
the throne of mercy in behalf of Sab- 
bath Schools! But I hope ministers of 





the gospel are beginning to feel that one 
of the most important commands which 
Christ addresses to them is one which 
he gave to Peter—‘‘ Feed my | ambs.” 
As far as this subject concerns myself, 
I now see more of its vast magoitude 
and importance than I ever before did, 
and my views do not arise from a mere 
burst of feeling, excited hy the recent 
good news I have heard, but they arise 
froma sober convictiun founded on 
investigation and experience. 


——— 
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON 


Preached at the opening of the 
Sabbath School in Pittsfield, Ms. 
in May last. 


The Sabbath School, the last 
summer was continued for the 
term of foar months, and contain- 
ed on an average 152 scholars. 
The attention of the children 
was principally directed to the Bi- 
ble, and the whole number of ver- 
ses committed tomemory was 122,- 
836. The whole number of ver- 
ses in the bible is 31,176, and the 
whole of the New Testament is 
7959. Of course it will be seen 
that the amount committed to 
memory by the whole school is 
nearly four times the amount of 
the whole Bible, and more than 
15 times the amount of the New 
Testament. The highest num- 
ber of verses committed by any 
one scholar was 4006. At the 
sume rate this child would com- 
mit the whole Bible to memory 
in two years, and 7 months, and 
the whole of the New Testament 
in less than eight months. Three 
children commited to memory, 
9976 verses, which ar’ two thou- 
sand more than the whole New 
Testament contains, and thirteen 
committed 33.336, exceeding by 
nearly 1,200 verses the whole 
Bible. These children in the 
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mean time attended to the ordina- 
ry business appointed them, ei- 
ther in their schools or at home ; 
consequently, all the attainments 
made at the Sabbath School are 
clear gain. 

The difference observed in the 
progress of different scholars, de- 
pended oe in some degree 
on the different natural powers of 
the children ; but ‘still more on 
the difference of age and applica- 
tion ; and on the encouragement 
and aid which they received from 
their parents at home. 

You see, parents, in this short 
story, what you may do for your 
children. We venture to say, 
that in four years you may induce 
your child, possessing an ordinary 
capacity, to commit to memory 
the whole Bible. In still less 


time, you might make familiar to 


him, all parts of it which might be 
thought suitable to be treasured 
in his memory. In the compass 
of nine months you might give to 
his memory the whole New Tes- 
tament, and this too, without with- 
drawing his mind from any other 
important study or pursuit. But 
if this should be doubted, we fear 
no contradiction when we say the 
period of childhood is sufficiently 
long, with proper exertion on the 
part of the parents. to make a child 
familiar with the whole Scriptures. 

O! fathers and mothers, what 
have we lost by living a little be- 
fore the age of Sabbath Schools! 
{ cannot but forcibly feel that | 
should preach with different sen- 
sations, and to a different audience, 
if insteacl of the ignorance of the 
word of God I every where meet 
with, I knew that every individu- 
al of mature age in the cong ega- 
tion had my whole text-book in 
their memory. I cannot but look 
upon the next generation, as much 





elevated and privileged above us, 
from this single circumstance.— 
They seem to me to be a giant 
race, whom, although ourselves 
small in stature, we shall be instru- 
mental of raising up. And the 
visions of my hopes present an in- 
creasing number of successive gen- 
erations around the throne of God, 
redeemed through the influence 
of these means from the curse of 
the law. I seem to see too, thro’ 
these humble but mighty exer- 
tions, the millenium hastened on, 
and becoming the very inheritance 
of our children. O favored gen- 
eration of children! press on to 
seize the prize which your fa- 
thers must relinquish, but which 
it is now in their power, under 
God, to bequeath to you. 


Remarks.—On reading the above, 
we must acknowledge ourselves to have 
beep struck with some degree of aston- 
ishment at the interesting facts which 
are presented to view. That notwith- 
standing the shortness of childheod, it 
is still sufficiently long for a child to be 
made tamiliar with the whole of the 
scriptures, beside directing a due share 
of attention to other studies & pursuits, 
is, indeed, a fact well calculated to in- 
terest and astonish those, to whom the 
institution of the Sabbath School was 
unknown, and consequently unenjoyed, 
in that interesting period of their exist- 
ence. 

While, however, we see much to ad- 
mire in the above extract,we cannot but 
regret that the Sabbath School should 
be presented, exactly in this manner, 
to the public. The time has been, when 
the mere commiiting 1o memory of the 
scriptures, was esteemed as the highest 
object of this institution. That time 
however, has gone by. The Sunday 
School, having been long maturing its 
plans and advancing in improvement, 
now directs its aim to a higher stand- 
ard; and the mere storing of the child- 
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ren’s memory with the letter of divine 
truth, is looked upon as an object hard- 
ly to be named, in comparison with 
the more important one, of giving them 
aN UNDERSTANDING of the will of God, 
and of the doctrines and requirements 
of morality and religion. 

The experience of many schools in 
our vicinity, will confirm the truth of 
these remarks, and we have no hesita- 
tion in giving it as the decided opinion 
of those who are best acquainted with 
the nature and objects of the Sabbath 
School, that an ambitious excitement 
in the children to excel in the number 
or length of their lessons, is attended 
with effects derogatory to the highest 
interests of the iastitution, 





Extract from an address before the 
American Tract Society. 





Rev. Mn. Summerriecp._Hume 
predicted the downfall of Chris- 
tianity inthe 19th centary. Nay, 
he declared that he already saw 
evidences that its ruin was ap- 
proaching. It was not the twi- 
light, however, but as it were the 
dawning light of Christianity which 
he saw ; for with the commence- 
ment of the nineteenth century the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
and the Religious Tract Society of 
London were brought forth. Vol. 
taire too, with impotent rage, as- 
sailed Christianity, and boasted 
that although it took twelve men 
to plant it, his single arm should 
root it out. In that day and coun- 
try, it was customary to sneer at 
Christians. And among the French 
nobility, it was an old saying, 
‘* We'll leave the poor to the cler- 
gy.” Bless God for the legacy. 
The poor we have always with us. 
Tom Paine baosted that he had 
cat down every tree in Paradise. 





There was one tree he did not cut 
down, and that was the tree of life. 
Would that he had reached forth 
his hand and taken its fruit. 

It is a very wonderful dispen-~ 
sation of Providence, that Vol- 
taire’s press—that very press that 
seattered its baneful tracts,so that, 
like the frogs in Egypt, they were 
found in their houses, their knead- 
ing troughs, and their ovens—is 
now actively employed, at Ge- 
neva, in printing the holy scrip- 
tures. In the very chamber, too, 
where Hume uttered his evil 
prophecy, the first Committee as- 
sembled for forming the Edinburgh 
Bible Society. One of the con- 
verts who sent that wretcha do- 
nation in prison, as he said, to 
compliment him for having deliv- 
ered him from his ridiculous fears 
of hell and fantastical hopes of 
heaven lately died in the most 
horrible agony, exclaiming, | am 
LosT. 


NAUTICAL SERMON. 


Wuen Whitfield preached before 
the seamen at New-York, he gave 
the following bold apostrophe in his 
sermon: 

“Well my boys, we havea cleag 
sky, and are making fine headway 
over a smooth sea, before a light 
breeze, & we shall soon lose sight of 
land. But what means this sudden 
lowering of the heavens, and that 
dark cioud arising from beneath the 
western horizon? Don’t you hear 
distant thunder? Don’t you see those 
flashes of lightning? There is a 
storm gathering! Every man to his 
duty! How the waves rise and dash 
against the ship! the air is dark! 
the tempest rages! our masts are 

ne! the shipis on her beam-ends ! 

hat next ?” 

It is said that the unsuspecting 
tars, reminded of former perils on the 
deep, as if struck by the power of 
magic, arose with united voices and 
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minds, and exclaimed, “‘ Take to the 
long-bout.” 

Mr. W. seizing upon this reply, ur- 
ged them to take to Jesus Christ, as 
the long-boat, with an ingenuity 
which produced the happiest effects. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS IN GREECE. 

Ar the last annual meeting of 
the London Sunday School Union, 
the following resolution was unan- 
imously adopted :—That this so- 
ciety, anxious to promote Chris- 
tian instruction among the rising 
race of Greeks, engages to devote 
to the formation and support of 
Sabbath Schools among that peo- 
ple, whatever contributions may 
be forwarded for the specific ob- 
ject.” 


THE BIBLE IN THE MEMORY, 


An Irish child being commanded 
by the priest, a short time ago, to 
burn his Bible, reluctantly com- 
plied, but at the same time said, 
“I thank God that you can’t take 
from me the twenty chapters that 
I have in my mind.” 

— 
An aged Minister’s Evening Hymn 

A venerable Clergyman, and 
Doctor of Divinity, in New-Hamp- 
‘shire, at the age of seventy years, 
lodged at the honse of a pious 
friend, where he perceived the 
mother teaching some short pray- 
ers and hymns to her children. 
“* Madam,” said he, “‘your instrac- 
tions may be far more important 
to your children, than you ar 
now aware ; my mother taught me 
a little Hymn, when a child. and it 
is of use.to meto this day. I nev- 
er close my eyes to rest, without 
first saying, 

“Now I lay me down to sleep, 

“I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 

“If I should die before I wake, 

‘7 pray the Lord my soul to take.” 





AFFECTING INCIDENT. 

Ata late meeting of the Sea- 
man’s Friend Society, the Rey. 
Leigh Richmond is said to have 
related the following affecting nar- 
rative :— 

** When I reflect on the sea- 
man’s character and circumstan- 
ces, | cannot, without peculiar 
interest, recollect the time when 
one young man went to sea, whose 
feelings were ill-suited to all the 
contingencies of a sea-faring life. 
l remember that the time came, 
when it was said that the vessel 
had been wrecked, and he was 
dead ; and no intimation had reach- 
ed the ears of his affectionate pa- 
rents of any change of his views 
as to the things of God, And I 
remember the time when that 
young man was so far restored to 
his family, that although they saw 
him not, they heard that he had 
been saved from the shipwreck. 
The young man too was found by 
God, and in the midst of the ocean, 
with the Bible only, which his 
father on parting had put into his 
hand. The Bible was blessed to 
his soul in the midst of his carnal 
companions with whom he was 
surrounded. The means of grace 
without any human instruction, 
were made effectual to his soul. 
And at length, in sailing from port 
to port, there were those who be- 
came acquainted with his interest- 
ing state, and lent him the helping 
hand as to the concerns of the 
soul. The time came when that 
young man, who had been a foe 
to religion, lifted up in the Bay of 
Gibraltar, at his mast head, a 
Bethel Flag, and summoned the 
sailors to prayer, and prayed with 
them. And when I tell you that 
that young man is my own son, 
you will see that | may well say, 
** God bless the Sailor’s Friend.” 





